[Annual chest X-ray in patients after treatment for laryngeal or oral cancer: only a limited number of second primary lung cancers detected].
To evaluate the detection of second primary lung cancer in patients treated for laryngeal or oral cancer by means of the current annual chest radiography screening program. Retrospective follow-up. In a source population of Utrecht University Hospital consisting of patients treated for laryngeal or oral cancer, the occurrence of non-simultaneous second primary lung cancer was analysed. The charts of the patients who developed second primary lung cancer were reviewed with respect to diagnosis (either by means of routine annual chest radiography or triggered by symptoms and signs) and treatment of lung cancer. A Kaplan-Meier survival analysis was performed for both routes of diagnosis and for each form of lung cancer treatment. The source population consisted of 2067 patients. Second primary lung cancer was diagnosed in 44 patients (37 with laryngeal and 7 with oral cancer). In 21 patients lung cancer was diagnosed by means of annual chest radiography (routine group). The remaining 23 patients presented with symptoms and signs (symptomatic group). In 13 patients, surgery with curative intent was performed. These patients had the best prognosis. Of the surgical cases, 12 out of 13 patients (27% of the total of 44) were in the routine group. Patients in the routine group had better survival than those in the symptomatic group. In view of the limited number of patients with second primary lung cancer and the small percentage of patients eligible for curative surgical treatment detected by annual radiography, screening in its present form is of little benefit.